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Now Available from MWPS...

New Calf and Heifer Housing Needs Reflected in New Plans Book

Penn State Housing Plans for Calves and Heifers provides more than 74 specific plans for calf and
heifer housing with the aim of increasing the comfort, productivity and longevity of dairy cattle.
The plans show all dimensions except the dimensions of load bearing components. These must be
sized based on local conditions.

The book provides for individual housing for the baby calf with liquid feed, solid feed, and water
usually delivered to the pen twice a day. When a calf is successfully consuming sufficient solid feed,
plans provide for transferring her to group housing beginning with a small weaned-calf group and
graduating up through a variety of group housing situations based on her size and the number of
animals kept in a group. The plans provide for a clean, dry living environment that accommodates
health and management needs and convenience of moving an animal from one age or size group to
the next. Four plans show housing needs from birth to breeding age can be met in a single housing
system. Drawn for specific numbers, most plans provide guidelines to accommodate the actual
number of calves and heifers on a farm. Growth charts and space requirements for Jerseys and
Holsteins from birth to pre-fresh are also included.

The 274 page, coil-bound Penn State Housing Plans for Calves and Heifers, is published by NRAES
and is available through Midwest Plan Service for $35 plus shipping and handling. There are several
other dairy-related resources available from Midwest Plan Service. For more information or to order,
go to www.mwps.org, email mwps@iastate.edu, or call 800-562-3618.

Headquartered in the Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering (ABE) Department of Iowa State University,
MWPS is an educational publishing consortium of 12 U.S. universities and the USDA. Since 1932, MWPS has
provided science-based, peer-reviewed, low-cost and free information and building plans to agricultural
professionals, agribusiness persons, and homeowners.
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