
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
May 2, 2006

Now Available from MWPS...

AMES, Iowa—The House Handbook: Guidelines for Building or Remodeling Your Home now is
available from MWPS (MidWest Plan Service), located at Iowa State University. Cost of the 224 page,
8 ½” x 11", illustrated, softcover book is $30.00 plus shipping and handling.

Completely revised, reorganized, and updated, The House Handbook replaces the popular House
Planning Handbook, Second Edition (1988), used by professionals and homeowners and in classrooms
across America. The new handbook discusses everything necessary to build or remodel a house that
is affordable, attractive, convenient, efficient, healthy, and adaptable to changing needs throughout
life. Dozens of drawings plus black-and-white photographs accompany clearly written explanations.

Covered are: Making the decision to build or remodel. Locating and working with needed
professionals, for example: lenders, real estate agents, builders, kitchen and bath designers,
landscapers. Selecting a building site. Evaluating and selecting materials, including insulation,
windows, siding, roofing. Making analytical decisions about individual areas and rooms: kitchen,
bathroom, bedrooms, laundry, home office. Making choices for important, but often underplanned,
housing components: the foundation; entryways; hallways; stairways; doors; storage areas; and
electrical, mechanical, environmental, water, and sewer systems.

The House Handbook (MWPS-16, ISBN 0-89373-101-3) may be ordered from MWPS for $30.00
plus shipping and handling. Volume discounts are available. Orders may be placed: On-line at
www.mwps.org, by e-mail at mwps@iastate.edu, by phone at 800-562-3618 or 515-294-4337,
by fax at 515-294-9589, or by writing MWPS, 122 Davidson Hall, Iowa State University,
Ames, IA 50011-3080.

Headquartered in the Agricultural and Biosystems Engineering (ABE) Department of Iowa State University,
MWPS is an educational publishing consortium of 12 U.S. universities and the USDA. Since 1932, MWPS has
provided science-based, peer-reviewed, low-cost and free information and building plans to agricultural
professionals, agribusiness persons, and homeowners.
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